
As with other small pets, it's a good idea to give your
gerbil a little check-over regularly. Check that they're
sleeping normally (not more or less than usual), and
also if they're eating and drinking as you'd expect. Are
they happy to play, are their eyes bright, is their nose
clean, do their skin & coat look healthy? If you're
worried, you can call your vet.

Gerbils are 'omnivores' - they eat plants and meat. In the wild,
their diet would be made up of seeds, plants & insects, so try to
feed them something similar to this. Ideally, some gerbil pellets
(not muesli, as they only pick out their favourite bits and leave
the rest!), along with some fresh fruit and vegetables and some
boiled or scrambled eggs, mealworms, lean meat, beans and
peas.

Gerbils are really busy, active pets! Make sure they
have lots of things to play with and explore in their
home. They LOVE to dig, you can give them tubes and
boxes to hide in and explore and a selection of other
toys. Why not swap their toys regularly so they always
have something new to play with, to prevent them
getting bored?
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Gerbils love to have the company of other gerbils!
In the wild, they would live in small groups, so we
need to make sure they have other gerbils to live
with. The best combination is gerbils who have
grown up together, and keep boys and girls
separate so you don't end up with gerbil babies!
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It's really important that gerbils live in a gerbilarium
(cool word, huh?!) A gerbilarium is a special gerbil
house that has a plastic tank below a large wire living
area. Why do they need this? Because gerbils love to
dig! Filling the plastic tank with something like potting
compost means they can burrow away and have lots
of fun!En
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The 5 Welfare Needs of


